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Join the mass climate lobby
by Maranda St John Nicolle

CHRISTIANS in the Oxford Diocese are 
invited to join a mass lobby of Parliament 
on the issue of climate change.  Thousands 
of people are expected  to line the Thames 
on 17 June, to speak to their newly 
elected MPs, share with them a vision of 
a cleaner and greener planet, and urge 
them to make tackling climate change a 
priority. The lobby is organised by The 
Climate Coalition, which includes A Rocha, 
Christian Aid, and Tearfund among more 
than 100  members. An ecumenical service 
just before the event is being organised by 
the Christian agencies and denominations 
involved.
Why lobby now?
  This year is a crucial one for anyone who 
cares about how creation will be affected 
by climate change. In December the 
world’s governments will meet in Paris 
to hammer out a deal on reducing carbon 
emissions and responding to the impact 
of climate change. It is hoped that this 
agreement will be the first to incorporate 
all UN member states, including both 
historically industrialised nations such as 
the UK and US and emerging economies 
such as China, India and South Africa.  For 
this to work, all countries – including the 
UK - need to show leadership. 
   This September will also see the launch 
of the Sustainable Development Goals 
which, if creation care is included correctly, 
will go a long way to protecting the people 
most vulnerable to climate impact.
   Christians have the potential to play a 
crucial role in advocating for agreements 
that protect the planet and help poorer 
communities to adapt – and have been 
asked to do so. At a recent meeting in 
Cape Town, Anglican bishops from around 
the Communion stated: “We call all our 

brothers and sisters in the Anglican 
Communion to join us in prayer and in 
pastoral, priestly and prophetic action.”    
   Individuals and church groups are 
participating in the “Pray and Fast for the 
Climate” taking place every first day of 
the month, installing renewable energy 
and protecting species in churchyards,  
exploring food sustainability through the 
“Food Matters” project, and advocating for 
sustainability at local and national levels.
Disinvestment   
   The Oxford Diocese has also taken the 
lead in calling on the Church of England 

to disinvest from fossil fuels. Diocesan 
Synod passed a motion to this effect last 
November, and the Revd Hugh Lee will 
move it at General Synod in July. 
   The Church of England’s Ethical 
Investment Advisory Group has itself 
recently advocated disinvestment from 
the dirtiest fossil fuels, a move which 
the Revd Darrell Hannah, co-sponsor of 
the original Oxford motion, hailed: “The 
EIAG’s decision to disinvest from coal and 
tar sands is a good first step and a move 
in the right direction.  Of course, I hope 
and pray the General Synod goes further 

and approves Oxford’s motion calling for 
disinvestment from oil within three years 
and natural gas within five.  
   “If they do not the Church of England 
risks being stuck with worthless and 
unsaleable assets as it is becoming 
increasingly clear that fossil fuels are not 
the safe investment they used to be.”
   For details and to sign up to the lobby 
visit www.christianaid.org.uk/speakup 
or contact your local Christian Aid office 
in Oxford for more information at  01865 
246818.

Photo: Bigstock
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Saying no to xenophobic attacks in K&K
Schoolchildren at St Cyprian’s 
Cathedral school (pictured right) 
held a march as part of the 
Kimberley and Kuruman churches’ 
response to recent xenophobic 
attacks in South Africa. Kimberley 
and Kuruman Diocese is linked 
to the Oxford Diocese and The 
cathedral and the church of St 
James, Galeshewe, which is linked 
to Marlow, also held two services, 
at which the bishop, the dean, 
and Father Thomas Mhuriro, a 
Zimbabwean priest serving in the 
diocese, preached. 
   The liturgies at the Cathedral 
and St James placed the questions 
surrounding xenophobia in a 
theological context. The readings 
were Jonah 4: 1 -11, Acts 10: 
9 - 35, and John 17: 11-23, each 
focusing on a different aspect of 
God’s love for people considered 
as “outsiders.” Prayers drawn 
from different parts of Africa 
were a reminder that those from 
different countries are children 
of the same Lord. The Bishop’s 
sermon emphasised Peter’s 

discovery that “God shows no 
partiality,” challenged people to 
examine their own deep-seated 
assumptions about other groups, 
and called them to allow God to do 
transforming work in their hearts 
as he did with Jonah and Peter. 
   Diocesan World Development 

Adviser, Maranda St John Nicolle, 
who was visiting and attended the 
services, said: “It was inspiring to 
see the church take a leadership 
role in fighting hostility to people 
from different backgrounds 
and emphasising our obligation 
welcome the stranger.” 

An inspirational mission week in Theale
by Anne Templeman

REAL Love - Who Cares? That 
was the title chosen by Holy 
Trinity Church Theale for their 
eight day Mission lead by a team 
of trainee vicars from Wycliffe 
Hall Theological College in 
Oxford with church historian 
Revd Dr Andrew Atherstone as 
team leader.
   It was an inspirational week 
which had a significant impact on 
the congregation of Holy Trinity 
and also on the wider community 
of Theale. 
   Members of the team preached, 
gave their testimonies, led 
prayers, read the lessons, took 
the Sunday School at our usual 
morning Parish Communion and 
also participated in our afternoon 
Family Church which included a 
sketch on the Prodigal Son from 
one of the team who had been a 
professional actor. 
   During the week the team lead 
assemblies every day in Theale 
Primary and Theale Green. They 
also took RE lessons at both 
schools, answered questions at 
Theale Green at lunchtime and 
organised an After School Club 
for more than 30 children at 
Theale Primary.
   Team members also visited 
Trinity Bunnies, our Mums and 
Toddlers group, where they led 

songs and told a Bible story.  They 
challenged the Confirmation 
group with an in depth look at 
the Creed, and visited throughout 
the parish inviting people to our 
Easter  Services. They visited 
the monthly Knitter Knatter 
met some older citizens at Age 
Concern and enjoyed several 
evenings at some of Theale’s pubs 
with members of the gym who 
were intrigued to meet intelligent 
capable people in their 30s who 
had given up promising careers 
to follow God’s call to ordained 
ministry.

“We have all been 
changed as a result 
of the Real Love 
week...”

   On the final evening we held 
a charity dinner attended by 
members of the parish council 
and representatives of the 
business community in Theale 
as well as many members of the 
congregation and their friends 
in aid of Holy Trinity’s access 
and rejuvenation fund. Andrew 
Atherstone spoke on ‘What is the 
Church for? He began with our 
Grade I listed building and our 
vision of making it an ever more 

central part of the community 
while at the same time reminding 
us that the Church, the Body of 
Christ, does not need a building 
to flourish and grow. 
   The climax of the week was 
the Guest Service on the final 
Sunday. The children acted out 
the drama of Holy Week in a 
tableau they had worked on in 
After School Club. There was a 
monologue by the centurion at 
the foot of the cross and then a 
testimony from  one of the most 
academic members of the team 
who described how even his 
impressive academic successes 
couldn’t  provide him with 
the true happiness he sought. 
Andrew’s sermon on John 3 
v16 pointed us all to the Cross 
of Christ and the source of Real 
Love. 
   At Holy Trinity we have all been 
changed as result of the Real Love 
week; we have been challenged 
and inspired and given a much 
bigger vision about what God 
might want to do among us. It 
was enormously hard work in 
the planning and exhausting 
in the execution but infinitely 
worthwhile.
The Revd Anne Templeman 
is the Rector of Holy Trinity, 
Theale. 

Posing for a photo at a parish lunch on the final day. Photo: Holy Trinity, 
Theale

‘Rising above the ordinary’

STUDENTS from St Peter’s Church of England Middle School 
in Old Windsor have raised more than £1,175 for charities 
over the past six weeks. The school recently joined the Oxford 
Diocesan Schools Trust. 
   They ran a series of ‘Lent Projects’ in the run-up to Easter, 
whereby each of the school’s Houses organised activities 
to raise money for charities chosen by the students.  These 
ranged from cake sales and penalty shoot outs to human fruit 
machines and throwing wet sponges at students.
   Lancaster House raised £210 for Cancer Research UK. 
Charlotte, 13, said: “We chose this charity as some students 
have had relatives affected by cancer and were keen to help 
the charity find a cure.” Erin, 13, of Stuart House, said “We 
raised £184 for the Ebola Crisis Appeal.  We felt it was such 
an important issue that was so far away and easy to think it 
could be ignored.”  Tudor House raised £200 for Lyme Disease 
Research.  Abigail, 10, said:  “One of the student’s  brothers 
suffers from this disease so it was really important to us to help 
him.” Berkshire Autistic Society benefited from £181 raised 
by the students of York House. In addition, the students got 
involved with Comic Relief and raised over £400, taking the 
total raised for charities by the students to over £1,175. Head 
Teacher Sharon Yardley said: “It was heartwarming to see that 
they were so keen to think of other people and embrace the 
Christian ethos of our school. They truly did live up to our 
school motto to ‘Rise above the Ordinary’.

Search for a new Bishop continues
The Archbishop of Canterbury 
has issued a pastoral letter to the 
Diocese of Oxford saying that 
the search for the new Bishop of 
Oxford continues.

The Crown Nominations 
Commission (CNC) met over two 
days in May. However the meeting 
concluded without a nomination. 
This means that the See of Oxford 

will be considered again early 
next year, because of the number 
of other vacant Sees. Meanwhile 
Bishop Colin will continue in his 
role as Acting Bishop of Oxford.

Bishop Colin said: “While it 
is clearly disappointing that the 
vacancy is being extended until 
later next year, it is of course 
vitally important that the right 

appointment is made. In the mean 
time I have every confidence 
in our senior staff to continue 
to work with God in growing 
the Church in this Diocese. We 
continue to commit the process 
into God’s hands.”

For Archbishop Justin’s pastoral 
letter, please see www.oxford.
anglican.org/newbishop.
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AS part of its 50th Anniversary celebrations The Chiltern Decorative 
and Fine Arts Society (CDFAS) launched its first Church Trail on 17 
April 17 at The Church of St John the Baptist Little Missenden. 
   The trail encourages eight to 12-year-olds and families to explore 
churches, learn about them and have fun. Children from Little 
Missenden and Little Kingshill Schools completed the trail and 
were presented with certificates and souvenir book marks during 
the launch.  
   A gnomon is the part of the sun dial which casts a shadow. At 
the launch the vicar was presented with an oak gnomon to cast a 
shadow on the Church’s medieval wall dial by inserting it in a hole 
in the dial.  
   For further information on CDFAS Church Trails please see the 
CDFAS website www.chilterndfas.org.uk

IT is not every day a headteacher 
learns their school has 
won £25,000 as the South 
East finalists in a national 
competition.
   Which is why Wendy Heritage 
is so proud of her team at St 
Andrew’s Primary School, 
Chinnor, after they were 
presented with the cash after 
winning the region’s Department 
For Education/TES Pupil 
Premium Awards scheme.
   “It’s wonderful, we have just 
been so excited about it,” says 
Wendy. “You don’t normally get 
money like that and it shows 
how hard the staff have worked 
to improve the life chances of 
our children. Perseverance is one 
of our Christian values. We are 
always looking to improve and 
try that bit harder.
   “The award came about because 
the Department for Education 
recognised that in Key Stage Two 
our pupil premium children had 
made very good progress.” Wendy 
was presented with the award at 
a ceremony in London. “We were 
the only school in Oxfordshire 

and the only 
Church of 
England 
School to 
win,” she 
said.
   Pupil 
Premiums 
are 
additional 
funding 
to help 
close the 
gap between 
disadvantaged 
children and their peers. The 
Pupil Premium Awards are 
a prize given to schools that 
have used the pupil premiums 
wisely to achieve this.  Wendy 
said: “We have won this by 
putting interventions in place 
over and above the first class 
quality teaching these children 
were getting in the classroom.” 
Interventions have included 
one-to-one sessions with 
children who were behind, and 
extra lessons both after and 
before school. “One of the most 
important was early morning 
interventions. Our teaching 

assistants start at 8.30am and 
identify children who work 
with them until 9am in groups 
of about four, doing writing, 
reading and maths.”
     Wendy and her team are still 
working out what to do with 
the money. “Children like to use 
iPads so we may purchase tablets 
for a pupil premium homework 
club,” she said. “Also we are 
looking at creating a cooking 
area that can be used not only in 
curriculum time but after school 
for healthy eating or an outdoor 
classroom which would really 
benefit our children.”    

Children explore new church trailSchool celebrates £25,000 award 

Wendy Heritage, second from right, is presented with the 
award. Photo TES. 

KORKY Paul entertained children 
in a special assembly held at St 
Christopher’s CE Primary School in 
Cowley, Oxford.

   Korky Paul with Winnie the 
Witch and pupils cut the ribbon to 
officially open the new classroom. 
The children’s book illustrator told 
pupils a story and drew a picture 
of the Acting Deputy Headteacher 
Susie Davies who was dressed up 
as Winnie, before the ribbon was 
cut on a brand new building at the 
school. St Christopher’s is a member 
of the Oxford Diocesan Schools’ 
Trust (ODST), a not for profit 
multi-academy trust set up in July 
2012 to provide a suitable vehicle 
for schools in the Oxford Diocese to come together in a multi-academy Trust. The Blake CE School, 
(opening ceremony pictured below) Langford CE School and Alvescot CE School have also recently 
joined ODST.   Photo: Jo Duckles. Photo below: David Cousins.

Palestine unlocked 
OXFORD’S first Palestinian festival 
takes place from 4 to 21  June 2015.

   The city will be filled with 
Palestinian creativity and life. 
The festival will be showcasing 
Palestinian theatre, film, food, 
music, art, photography, craft and 
dancing, as well as ‘unlocking’ the 
realities of life in Palestine.
   Events will happen across a range 
of city venues from Pegasus Theatre 
in East Oxford to Barefoot Books in 
Summertown including the Phoenix 
Picturehouse, several Oxford 
churches and colleges, the Town 
Hall and Bonn Square.
   For more information www.
palestine.unlocked/about.

Meet our new Rural Area Dean  
MEET the Revd Valerie 
Plumb, the new Buckingham 
Archdeaconry Area Dean 
for Rural Mission and 
Development. This is the 
first time a post like this has 
been created in the Diocese of 
Oxford. Valerie will be working 
with the churches and clergy 
of the Mursley, Buckingham, 
Claydon and the western 
part of Aylesbury Deaneries, 
to encourage creativity, 
offer support, advice and 
encouragement and develop 
strategies to serve and enliven 
the rural church for the future.  
She will also bring the rural 
perspective further into the 
work of the Area Team and the 
DAC.
   Valerie is currently working as 
a busy Rector of six churches and 
seven parishes set in rural West 
Somerset in the Diocese of Bath 
and Wells, where she has served 
for almost six years.She comes 
with a passion for rural ministry 
and mission and is excited about 
the possibility of re-imagining 
and helping others work towards  
a fresh and creative ecclesiastical 
mind-set for the church.    
   She brings experience of nearly 
15 years of parochial ministry, 
predominantly set in rural 
environments. Alongside this she 
has worked in multiple chaplaincy 
roles, and been involved in 
various deanery and diocesan 
activities. Throughout this 
time she has continued to work 
towards a shared understanding 
of mission and of developing 
new ways of communicating 
the message of Christ in 
contemporary society.

   She says: “I am looking forward 
to the privilege of working with 
others in practical and innovative 
ways to create sustainable, 
realistic, and relevant strategies 
that will help provide support and 
hope for the future of our rural 
church.”
   The Venerable Karen Gorham, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, 
whose vision it was to create 
such a role said:  “This is a timely 
appointment.  The rural church 
has often been seen as the poor 
relation, with limited resources 
and small congregations.  Instead, 
I see it as a valuable resource 
providing great opportunity to 
make a real difference to the 
quality of community life in 
our market towns, villages and 
hamlets.”
Valerie will be licenced to the 
role on 22 September.

Korky Paul and Winnie the Witch at St Christopher’s 
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For more information call 01442 236020
www.bmcare.co.uk

B&M CARE ARE A TRUSTED FAMILY RUN CARE HOMES PROVIDER 
WITH 40 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE OF CARING FOR OLDER PEOPLE.

�   Purpose built private care homes for older people
�   Exclusive locations
�   24hr person centred care and support from experienced staff
�   Specialist dementia care in safe, purpose designed environments
�   Short stay, respite and holiday breaks available
�   Fully inclusive dining and laundry services
�   Affordable fully inclusive weekly rates
�   B&M Care have an industry envied staff training programme

Providers of quality 
residential and dementia  
care homes for older people

now  
open

Chesham Bois Manor Chesham     
01494 783w194 chesham@bmcare.co.uk 
Lakeside Reading    
01189 268369 lakeside@bmcare.co.uk 
White Plains Denham 
01895 832190 whiteplains@bmcare.co.uk 
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Ryeview Manor  Wycombe   
01494 761586 ryeview@bmcare.co.uk
St Lukes Caversham 
01189 461424 stlukes@bmcare.co.uk
St Leonards Aylesbury     
01296 337765 stleonards@bmcare.co.uk
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A NEW initiative has been launched to 
give adults the chance to pause and pray 
in their workplaces, communities and 
anywhere else that prayer stations can be 
set up. 
   BeSpace has grown out of Prayer 
Spaces for Schools, a national scheme 
that sees schools create special creative 

prayer spaces for children. It has been 
arranged by Catherine Clayton, who gave 
up her teaching job in 2010 to dedicate 
her time to Prayer Spaces for Schools 
in Oxfordshire. She now has a team of 
advisors working with her.
   Hundreds of people gathered at St 
Aldate’s Church, Oxford, for the launch of 
BeSpace.
   The idea is to provide spaces for people 
in workplaces, community centres and 
other venues to have spaces where 
they can creatively pray or simply “be” 
regardless of their faith background.
   Tents are put up, with lava lamps, 
calming music and reflective activities, 
where people can relax and take time out 
of busy days. 
     “BeSpace is about creating spaces to 
help people to pause, think, and perhaps 
consider God and who he might be,” said 
Catherine, who stated that since it began 
in Oxfordshire, 63 schools have run 
prayer spaces with around 15,000 pupils 
participating.
   She said: “Of 284 schools in Oxfordshire, 
one fifth have had prayer spaces in the 
last five years and not just the Church of 
England schools. It’s great to share with 
you lots of statistics and numbers but it’s 
also great to share the impact it’s having 
on young people,” she said. Slides were 
shown, filled with prayers from children:
“I want my Dad not just to say he’ll be there 
always but to prove it.”
“Help me to show my family love in hard 
times.”

“I pray that I get noticed.”
“Please help me be better at work in class and 
be more confident in myself.”
A quote from a young person about how 
they felt when experiencing prayer spaces, 
stated: “While I was here I felt really relaxed 
and calm, away from the tension of reality.”
   Catherine said that she had noticed that 
after school, teachers and parents were 
using the prayer spaces. From there the 
idea for BeSpace grew, culminating in the 
launch in May. At the launch people were 
treated to drinks and nibbles as they heard 
from Catherine, a video message from 

the Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, and an address from Phil 
Togwell, the national director of Prayer 
Spaces for Schools. For more information 
or to get involved in BeSpace email  
info@bespace.be

THE Barnabas Family Bible is a new aproach to bringing the tradition of a family Bible 
into modern homes. It contains110 stories that span the Bible narrative from Genesis 
to Revelation with ideas for families to enjoy as they explore together. 
   Author, Martyn Payne, says: “The ideas show how the Bible speaks into the cut and 
thrust of family life today. As such it will be an invaluable resource to those parents 
and carers who long to help their children enjoy the Bible and who also, along with 
their children, want to hear how God can speak to them and be with then seven days 
a week.” 
   The Door has three copies to give away. To be in with a chance of winning send your 
name and address to Barnabas Family Bible, The Door, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 12 June.

Win a new Family Bible‘Give me the Good News in the present tense’ 
by Christine Bainbridge

It was these words that 
attracted me to finding 
out more about Sydney 
Carter who was born 100 

years ago.   I was familiar with 
his songs:  Lord of the Dance, 
One More Step Along the World 
I go, and Bird of Heaven, but I 
had not discovered his book 
Rock of Doubt (first published 
in 1978). I chose it as my 
Lenten read and found that 
it is an honest expression of 
his searching questions about 
Christian beliefs.
   It was liberating to read 
that it was all right to doubt, 
and that certainty could lead 
to complacency and pride.  
Having doubts did not deter 
Sydney from following his radical Jesus 
and having an experience which brought 
history into the present tense.  He could 
say about his faith:  “Nothing fixed or final, 
all the while I travel a miracle.  I doubt and 
yet I walk on the water.”

      
   For Jesus there could be nothing fixed 
or final either, for as the Bird of Heaven 
he cannot be constrained in a golden 
cage however much we would like to keep 
him there to worship him.  “Ah the Bird of 
Heaven.  Follow where the bird has gone.  If 
you want to find him, keep on following on.”
   I was very attracted to his imagery and 
the ideas of movement towards new 
discoveries in faith and decided to add to 
my work for Oxfordshire Artweeks a series 
of paintings based on Sydney’s ideas.  The 
exhibition is in our small summerhouse 
where it is possible to sit, read and relax 
and may be visited by appointment. 
   Contact Christine Bainbridge for further 
information 01865 872868.

Competition winners
Congratulations to the winners of the 
competition in the May issue of the Door: 
Mrs Violet Weerasingke from Earley, 
Adele Brazier from Amersham and 
Barbara Burles from St Leonard’s Tring 
have all won a copy of Oxfordshire’s Best 
Churches by Richard Wheeler.

Creating spaces for prayer

The Joyful Traveller by Christine Bainbridge.

www.prayerspacesinschools.com

Children from Benson take part in Prayer Spaces. 

Catherine launches BeSpace. 
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01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

I highly recommend Exit Darcus. 

Give it to your teens - give 

it to anyone struggling with 

relationships.
Lieutenant T Conway, Salvation Army

Exit Darcus 
available 

on Amazon

BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

HELPING CHURCHES SPEAK 
TO COMMUNITIES

HAVE A BROWSE! CARDS & BOOKS  TOO. 
Order your free catalogue at www.cpo.org.uk 
Email: sales@cpo.org.uk     Phone: 01903 263354

CPO has been the home of church communications since 1957. 

Welcome Resources Messy Church Signage

Posters Banners Courses

This customisable poster says ‘welcome‘  
in many different languages, and is 
available in all sizes from business cards  
to massive posters and banners. 
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Around the Deaneries - Reading

by Jo Duckles

Opening up Reading Minster 
and even making plans to 
incorporate a temporary 
skatepark into the historic 

church are all the work of the new Rector 
Stephen Pullin.
   Stephen was inspired to make the 
historic church of St Mary the Virgin more 
open after an interview with a Reading 
Post journalist who commented that her 
impressions were that the building was 
frequently closed. Since then he has hired 
the verger, Richard Ashfield, who looks 
after the practical aspects of the building 
as well as welcoming visitors, answering 
questions and offering pastoral support.
   I met Stephen at his offices near the 
Minster. He took me over to the historic 
church to show me around and introduce 
me to Richard. The verger was busy 
moving pews following a memorial service 
that had attracted 500 people the previous 
day. Richard, who clearly loves his job, said 
that the church now attracts 550 to 600 
people each week, with more than 1,000 in 
the school holidays.
   “People come in, have a look round and 
might sit and light a candle and pray. 
Others have a walk around the church for 
about 20 to 30 minutes. Some say they 

have never been in a church like it. Some 
read the Bible on their iPad while others 
read a newspaper.”
   The Minster is not a residential parish 
and on Sundays congregation members 
drive in from miles around for a traditional 
sung Eucharist. So Stephen is looking 
for innovative ways of expanding the 
Minster’s ministry, including Sanctuary 
for clubbers on Saturday nights into the 
early hours of Sundays. (See the May 
2015 edition of the Door for more details.) 
Over Easter, The Passion of the Christ was 
projected onto the Minster walls. “It was 
like the film was part of the fabric of the 
building,” said Stephen. “We are getting 
repeat visitors and more and more people 
are being struck by the atmosphere.”
   For the regular worshippers, who can’t 
get to church for weekday  morning 

prayer due to traffic, they are 
looking at providing virtual 
prayers on a Lectio Divina 
basis. This includes asking 
the congregation to reflect on 
what the future ministry of the 
Minster might be.  Meetings are taking 
place with Reading Borough Council and 
Bishop Andrew, looking at how the church 
can support the community. 
   Stephen, whose first degree was in 
chemical engineering, comes to Reading 
from Bristol, where he served a curacy and 
spent seven years as the incumbent of a 
couple of parishes. Before that he worked 
for Tate and Lyle for 12 years, where the 
company sponsored him to complete an 
MBA. During that time he was involved 
with a church plant of Holy Trinity 
Brompton in London.  

   As Area Dean he is working strategically 
to help the benefices and parishes use the 
Living Faith vision positively. The Reading 
Deanery is  one of the largest in the UK 
and can easily be split into thirds, with a 
suburban/rural patch at the top, Reading 
city and its suburbs in the middle and a 
rural area in the south, beneath the M4. 
   When we met, Stephen was preparing 
for the next Deanery Synod meeting with 
the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the Bishop 
of Reading. He was planning to ask the 
Deanery Synod members and Bishop 
Andrew for their views on how their 
ministries could develop going forward.

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Stephen Pullin 
Lay Chair: Peter Jeal 
Clergy: 37 
Churches: 31 
Benefices: 24

The Revd Stephen Pullin outside Reading Minster. Photo: Jo Duckles

WHEN he joined in 2011, Pads 
Dolphin decided to make families a 
priority at St Matthew’s Church in 
Southcote, Reading.
   “We introduced contemporary music 
to connect with a new generation 
for whom traditional church has 
not addressed their natural spiritual 
hunger,” says Pads. A Nutty Professor’s 
Holiday Club saw 200 children 
learning about the Christian faith as 
well as enjoying games, sports, crafts, 
drama and singing. Kidz church, which 
started in 2012 sees between 20 and 
40 children attending on Sunday 
mornings at 10am.  As the older 

children are reaching their teens, St 
Matthew’s has recently appointed a 
new Youth Pastor.”
   St Matthew’s boasts a lunch for 
older people at noon on the third 
Monday of every month and and a 
coffee shop on Saturdays from 11am 
to 2pm. It also runs a bereavement 
support group once a month and 
several church members visit isolated 
and lonely elderly people through the 
Engage Befriending Scheme. Pads says:    
“Hopefully the community is seeing a 
newly energised church in Southcote. I 
love that all three Southcote churches, 
St Matthew’s, The Grange URC and 

Southcote Mission all work together 
under the banner of Southcote Alive 
on many joint community initiatives 
such as the after-school Café Alive 
and a youth drop in called Alive and 
Kicking on Friday nights at Southcote 
Mission as well as annual events like 
Carols in the Square and participating 
in the May Fair.
  “And it’s great to be part of the 
Southcote Community Association, 
working together with other 
community groups to serve the people 
of Southcote.”

Business networks 

AN invitation to the Berkshire Business Group, a 
business networking breakfast in Wokingham, has 
given the Revd Neil Warwick the chance to connect 
with a range of people who run enterprises in the 
local community. At the group, small businesses 
learn about each other so they can refer potential 
customers.

   “Lots of people from small businesses go along,” 
says Neil, who has met all sorts of professionals at 
the group, including a plumber, a photographer, 
a mechanic and a mortgage advisor. “It’s a way 
of networking and we’ve found someone who 
has helped us develop our website, one person 
is joining our pastoral care team. It’s been a good 
discipline to explain the work and purpose of the 
Church in plain English.  Neil says the group has 
introduced him to lots of people he’d not have 
otherwise met. “What’s important for me is being 
relevant and making connections between the 
church and business that can benefit the wider 
community. It’s working ‘outside our building’ and 
meeting people where they are.”  
 
Photo: Dale Strickland-Clark

Newly energised in Southcote

Members of the intergenerational church get together on a Sunday morning. Photo: Don Somner. 
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YOUNGSTERS who have witnessed or 
experienced domestic abuse in their 
families are being helped to get over their 
experiences through Bounce Back 4 Kids 
(BB4K).
   The 10-week programme is run by Parents 
and Children Together (PACT) with sessions 
for the parent or guardian of the child and 
the child themselves, to help them deal with 
their experiences and break the cycle of 
abuse. 

“It helps them rebuild 
resilience and  
self-esteem...”

   Children aged five to 12 are referred 
through schools, social workers, doctors 
and others, provided the perpetrator of 
the abuse has left  the family home. “It 

helps them rebuild resilience and self- 
esteem, realising they are not alone in their 
experiences. When others say ‘My dad did 
that’ it can be quite empowering for them,” 
says Kathryn Warner, the BB4K manager.
   “We run a group for the non-abusive 
parent or carer. Sometimes it’s the nan 
who comes along if they are looking after 
the child. The idea behind that is to help 
them understand what we are doing with 
the children, the impact the abuse has had 
on the children and how they can change 
negative messages in the home. Parenting is 
undermined if you are in constant fear and 
your attachment to the child is affected. 
We do a lot of work round the relationship 
between the child and the mum or other 
carer, giving them ideas for addressing 
behaviours that can be quite challenging, or 
if a child is withdrawn or sad.”
   At the end of the 10 weeks a meeting is 

held with the family to see if there are other 
needs that can be addressed and to help 
give advice on where they can go for more 
help. 
   BB4K is five years old this year and is 
growing geographically from Oxfordshire 
into Berkshire and beyond. The organisers 
are keen to work with church schools in 
the Diocese that may be aware of families 
who would benefit from accessing the 
programme. It is currently offered free 
although in the future PACT may need to 
attach a cost.
For more information email kathryn.
warner@pactcharity.org.

THE difference in eight-year-old Archie 
after he took part in Bounce Back 4 Kids 
was amazing.
   After his father inflicted domestic abuse 
on his mum, Archie was reluctant to leave 
her side. He was demanding, prone to 
outbursts of anger and despite wanting 
to make friends, his controlling behaviour 
alienated other children at school. His 
mum, Rachel, had suffered with anxiety 
as a result of the abuse, and on some 
days found it hard to leave the house. She 
was worried that Archie was affected by 
her behaviour.  She knew she would find 
joining a parents’ group difficult, but did it 
because she knew it would help Archie.
   Archie joined in enthusiastically during 
the children’s sessions, giving thoughtful 
and insightful suggestions and comments. 
He particularly enjoyed a session with 

Police Community Support Officers who 
talked about how children can keep 
themselves safe. 
“People aren’t scary”
   The BB4K team were even able to help 
Archie with difficulties when his dad made 
negative comments about the scheme. 
After joining the scheme, which is free for 
participants and funded by PACT, Archie 
stated that he had learnt that “people 
aren’t scary and that the police aren’t 
scary.” 
   He also said he remembered playing 
with new friends and talking about his 
feelings. His school described him as a 
“happy young man who is sociable”. The 
school also commented that they had 
noticed a change in Rachel. Pre-group she 
would stand at the back of the playground 
with her hood up, avoiding contact with 

other parents. 
“When I am calm, he is calm”
   Post-group she chatted comfortably 
with others and took more care over her 
appearance. She stated that following the 
group Archie’s temper tantrums were few 
and far between. During her time on the 
course Rachel enrolled on two college 
courses and began to look for voluntary 
work. She said she was enjoying being a 
parent more, and noticed that the change 
in her own behaviour had a positive effect 
on Archie. “When I am calm he is calm,” 
she said. 
   When asked if she would recommend 
BB4K to other parents she said: “It is good 
for your self-esteem and confidence.”
   Rachel and Archie are not the Bounce 
Back 4 Kids participants’ real names.
 

Archie’s story

www.bounceback4kids.org

Back in 1911 PACT was the idea of 
the then Bishop of Oxford and was 
established as the social welfare 
arm of the Anglican Diocese 

of Oxford. Today PACT continues to be 
supported by the Diocese in the area of 
nurturing family life. It runs award winning 
therapeutic services and community 
projects across London and the South. 
   One of its next charity fundraisers 
will be a Midsummer supper at the 
Slug and Lettuce at Oxford Castle on 
Thursday 25 June at 6.30pm, with ITV’s 
Martin Lewis, who is the creator of the 
moneysavingexpert.com website and 
presenter of the Martin Lewis Money Show.  
His co-presenter Saira Khan adopted her 
daughter Amara through PACT and is part 
of the organizing committee.
   Guests will be able to meet Martin and 
take part in a Q&A session with him before 

dinner is served at 
8.30pm. Martin said: 
“I’m delighted to 
be able to support 
PACT and their work 
providing therapy 
for adopted and 
fostered children 
– and I’m looking 
forward to a fun 
evening in Oxford on 
25 June.
   “Everyone deserves 
a good start in 
life, and providing 
support and help 
in early years reaps 
huge rewards later. 
Yet sadly, for many 
reasons, that isn’t 
always possible. 
    “The support and 
help given by PACT to help children come 
to terms with neglect and abuse they have 
suffered before being adopted or fostered 
is crucial.  If we can’t help from day one, 
we need to try even harder to redress the 
balance later.”
    Tickets for the event cost £30 which 
includes a three-course meal and a glass of 
bubbly.  PACT Chief Executive,  
Jan Fishwick, said: “We are thrilled to have 

Martin’s support at this fundraising dinner 
and would encourage people to buy their 
tickets soon before they sell out. ”
    

Foster Care Fortnight takes place 
from 1 to 15 June. The Door 
focuses on the work of PACT 
(Parents and Children Together)  
- a fostering and adoption 
charity that works tirelessly to 
help children and families in this 
Diocese and beyond.

Book your tickets at pactcharity.
org/midsummer-supper

Photo: Roger Askew. 

Bouncing back
Luxury 3 bed villa 

(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near
Carvoeiro. Own pool,

all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com

www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

SUMMER SPECIAL PRICES
New low prices for Portugal, Italy, 

Greek Islands, Cyprus, Spain and more

Take  
a  

break

Family run Holiday Cottages in 
beautiful south Shropshire, an 

area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Wonderful location with spectacular 
views. We off er 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 

cottages to suit all the family.
Please visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk
or call 01694 722869 for brochure

Holiday Cottages
Summer Availability
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MORE than £6,000 was raised for PACT’s therapeutic services 
during the annual Dorchester Festival which drew record 
numbers of people and saw several events sold out.
   Jan Fishwick, PACT’s  CEO, the Rector of Dorchester Abbey, 
the Revd Canon Sue Booys, and  the Bishop of Oxford’s 
Chaplain, the Revd Graham Sykes, were among those who 
abseiled down the Abbey Tower to raise funds.
   The Revd Canon Sue Booys, the Rector of Dorchester 
Abbey, said: “It has gone brilliantly. We have more people 
across a broad variety of ages for a huge range of different 
events. We have had record attendances.”
   Music, comedy, a fun-run, Star Wars special effects expert 
Ben Morris, and a rubber duck race were all part of the 
festival that spanned two weeks in May. A scarecrow festival, 
with themed scarecrows was part of the event, along with a 
night of folk music, puppets and face painting. 
   The funds raised were split between PACT and the abbey, 
with £6,000 going to each. “We chose PACT because they are 
for families, help people of all ages and particularly because 
it is a diocesan charity and I’m a trustee,” says Sue. 

Abseiling at the Abbey

Sue Booys about to abseil.  Photo: Oxford Mail/Cliff Hide

Become a PACT parish
PARISHES, individuals and schools across 
the Diocese can support PACT.
 Two parishes that donate to the charity 
every year are St Dunstan’s, Monks 
Risborough and St Peter’s, Wolvercote. 
   It was a teenage boxing match with the 
former Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, that years later prompted 
Douglas Miller, the PCC Secretary from St 
Dunstan’s, to attend a ‘do’ at the Bishop’s 
house. 
   Douglas was just 14 when he said Lord 
Harries of Pentregarth, then 15, won the 
match. The next time they met they were 
both undergraduates at Cambridge, when 
Douglas learnt that the young Richard 
Harries was reading theology. 
   “I went to the ‘do’ at the Bishop’s house 
and learnt all about PACT,” says Douglas, 
who signed up his parish as a supporter. 
   “I felt it was a rather worthwhile charity 
and I supported it personally,” says 
Douglas. St Dunstan’s supports several 

charities, which are reviewed, but so far 
PACT has remained on the list. “It was clear 
PACT was doing a good job of repairing 
problems caused for children who hadn’t 
experienced proper family life.”

“I think everyone who 
is thinking of adoption 
should look at PACT...”

   Sarah Pepys, from St Peter’s, Wolvercote, 
worked for PACT from 2005 to 2010  as 
the charity’s Director of Adoption and 
Fostering Services. Previously she had 
worked for the local authority.
   “I loved working for PACT. It is a very 
well organised charity that looks after its 
staff well. It knows what it is doing in the 
adoption and fostering sector.”
   When she moved to Oxford she began 
talking about PACT’s work at St Peter’s, 

Wolvercote. “It may have changed its name 
from the Oxford Moral Welfare Association 
to PACT to make it more accessible but 
nevertheless the church connections are 
very important so it became one of three 
charities that we make a donation to each 
year. 
   “They are very keen to go and talk to 
parishes about how they support families 
with particular emotional issues and about 
what they are looking for in families. The 
support goes on for the life of an adoption. 
Everyone who is thinking of adoption 
should look at PACT and see if it works for 
them.”
   

www.pactcharity.org/supporters

The PACT stall at the Dorchester Festival.Masses of cakes were sold throughout the festival. 

hand made in West Dorset
~ treasured across the country ~

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Us. The new  
name for USPG
Registered charity 
number 234518

The gospel continues to change lives 
globally. Come and hear speakers 
from Brazil, India, Pakistan and South 
Africa. Be challenged and inspired!

Call 020 7921 2202 or visit
www.weareUs.org.uk/conference

The Transforming 
Gospel
Us conference
20-22 July 2015 
High Leigh 
Conference Centre

Maintenance & Equipment News for 
Churches and Schools in conjunction with 

the Church Suppliers Directory on line 
provides its readers with the knowledge 
to make informed decisions by sourcing 

the latest resources for buildings, contents 
and grounds. Access building and fabric 

information with one internet visit!
Apply for your copy of this valuable 

resources magazine by email:
Traditional, Digital or on Subscription 

enquiries@cwponline.co.uk
or for more information visit the website at: 

www.cwponline.co.uk

MEN
Continuously published since 1959

for Churches 
and Schools

quipment

ews
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&

   www.cwponline.co.uk

The gateway to equipping and servicing Church buildings
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‘The Lord has done great things for us, and we are fi lled with joy.’
Psalm 126:3

Celebrating 70 years 
of serving remote and 
isolated communities

www.maf-uk.org/70years
We go the extra miles

Registered charity in England and Wales (1064598) and in Scotland (SC039107)    ® Registered trademark 3026860, 3026908, 3026915
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Christ Church: quite a classroom

CHILDREN are taking time 
out from the classroom to 
learn about the rich history 
of Oxford’ s Christ Church 
Cathedral. Jackie Holderness  
explains what teachers and 
pupils can expect when they 
visit. 

In January I was appointed as Christ 
Church Cathedral’s new Education 
Officer and I feel very blessed to have 
one of the oldest and most beautiful 

buildings in the diocese as my “classroom”. 
   Although it is one of the country’s 
smallest cathedrals, Christ Church is 
a vibrant centre of prayer, discovery, 
learning and hospitality for its college 
community, the city and the 2.2 million 
people in the diocese. 
   Its purpose is to support all those who 
visit and worship there to encounter, 
enhance and develop a relationship 
with God. Christ Church has almost half 
a million visitors every year, many of 
whom are on Hogwarts or Wonderland 
trails, but the Cathedral remains a sacred 
space, where the life of Jesus Christ is 
remembered and celebrated day by day. 
 Awe and wonder
   Seeing pupils respond to the Cathedral 
with awe and wonder, and listening 
to their comments and questions, 
has convinced me that the Cathedral 
provides children and young people with 
a unique opportunity to explore their 
own spirituality, and discover more about 
Christian belief and ministry. 
   I wholeheartedly share, therefore, Rowan 
Williams’s conviction that, “Cathedrals 
are a perfect setting for enquiring about, 
engaging with and sharing the Christian 
faith…” 
Interacting with the tradition 
and worship
   For several years, Christ Church has 
offered schools tours and workshops 
which supplement classroom learning. 
Cathedrals are immensely rich learning 
resources, and teachers appreciate 
the power and importance of learning 

outside the classroom: handling objects; 
encountering art and music; listening 
to stories; formulating questions; and 
discussing key issues.
   Working alongside my colleagues and a 
dynamic team of Education Volunteers, 
I hope to broaden even further the 
learning opportunities we can offer 
pupils. Through interactive and engaging 
experiences, we aim to help pupils learn 
more about the traditions and patterns 
of Christian worship, as they have 
evolved through history, and as they are 
developing today. We enable pupils to 
explore the relationship between their 
local church, other places of worship and 
their Cathedral. 
   At the end of each school visit, we 
include a short period of reflection. 
Because most groups may represent 
differing faiths or none, we attempt to 
ensure that every individual can take 
something of spiritual worth and personal 
value from the experience.
Themed visits
When they visit, primary pupils may dress 
up as medieval pilgrims to learn about 
Saint Frideswide, pilgrimage and monastic 
life or, as Tudor townsfolk, consider the 
upheavals of the Reformation in the 
history of church and state. 
   Secondary pupils may choose from a 
range of options and can even “grill a 
canon”, posing questions about society, 
ethics, and issues of worship and belief. 
Sixth form seminars on specific topics can 
also be arranged.
New curriculum
   We provide a planning template for 
cathedral visits, based upon Oxfordshire 
County Council’s newly-launched SACRE 
(Standing Advisory Council on Religious 
Education) curriculum, with its Engaging, 
Enquiring, Exploring, Evaluating, 
Reflecting and Communication 
framework.  Through our visits, we offer 
cross-curricular opportunities and we are 
also involved in an Arts Award outreach 
programme, run by the County Music 
Service which focuses on choral singing. 
The Cathedral is an Arts Award centre and 
offers support to schools who would like 
to come to the Cathedral as part of the 

Arts Award programme.   
   Christ Church Cathedral has a huge 
amount to offer anyone who visits it, 
whatever their age, but we are especially 
keen to welcome children and young 
people from across the region to learn 
more about our wonderful cathedral, its 
past, present and future.
   Geerthi Ahilan, the Year Three teacher 
at St Ebbe’s CE Primary School in Oxford, 
said children had been struck by the 
chairs in the military chapel and the war 
memorial as well as the activities during 

their Cathedral visits. She collected quotes 
from pupils. George, aged eight, said: 
“At Christ Church we got to act out the 
story of St Frideswide and it helped us to 
understand it.” Another child said: “I got 
to be The Bishop whose clothing was really 
big. I liked the clothes.”
   Geerthi added: “One child remembered 
that there was only one female named on 
the war memorial and others went away 
and researched the names on the chairs 
in the military chapel. It brought out that 
curiosity in the children.”

Become an Education Guide

CHRIST Church’s  education volunteers and guides make a real and valued 
difference to the work of the Cathedral. 
   As the number of schools visiting the Cathedral increases, we need to recruit 
and train more volunteers to work as Education Guides on an occasional basis 
(approximately once a month). 
   Experience of working with children is an advantage, but is not essential. The 
role involves being a warm, helpful Christian who enjoys interacting with young 
people and sharing an enthusiasm for the Cathedral. 
   If you would like to be involved (working with small groups, helping with 
resources or generally supporting educational activities) please contact Jackie 
Holderness on jacqueline.holderness@chch.ox.ac.uk or education@chch.ox.ac.uk 
or call 01865 286003.

A boy from Arnewood School, New Milton, lights a candle. Photo: KT Bruce

Children from St Ebbe’s CE Primary explore Christ Church. Photo: Jackie Holderness

Youngsters lie down to admire the Cathedral’s ceiling. Photo: KT Bruce
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Psalm 68 says that ‘God sets the lonely 
in families’, and right from the start of 
Gilead’s ministry we knew this was a key to 
successfully rehabilitating people su� ering 
from life-controlling addictions. The new 
bungalows we are building allow us to 
work with people in as close to a family 
environment as we possibly can, and this 
model is what has transformed so many 
lives.

People with addiction problems o� en have 
deep seated emotional or mental health 
problems relating to childhood and family 
di�  culties, and by unlocking these problems 
we can deal with the root causes of addiction 
and prevent relapse.

We provide a model of rehabilitation with 
an 85% success rate*, in a safe, ‘family’ 
environment. Residential rehab which gets to 
the root of their problems, uses work therapy 

as well as one to one and group counselling, 
giving skills training and practical as well as 
emotional, mental and spiritual hope; with 
experienced, quali� ed sta�  from support 
workers through to our on-site mental health 
nurse – this is what Gilead does best.

To build on what has already been achieved 
in the last twenty � ve years, our second 
new bungalow is underway. Faith Lodge will 
become the home of up to 8 female clients, 
providing a superb environment for their 
restoration into a new life, for them and their 
families.

The foundations and groundworks of ‘Faith 
Lodge’ are already in place. We are getting 
various quotes for the rest of the work, 
choosing the right builders and suppliers. 
The cost estimate is around £500,000, and 
this would translate into a valuable asset 
on the balance sheet once the building is 

completed. But more than a sound � nancial 
investment for us, it is an invaluable 
investment into people’s lives, and society 
as a whole, for many years to come.

Grace Lodge, our � rst new bungalow, was 
completed only because of the generosity 
of grant making trusts and individuals 
who sowed their � nances into the vision 
of ‘unlocking people, releasing potential’. 
The bene� ts from that building are already 
adding up, and we want to provide more 
people, like Valerie (see below), superb 
quality rehab in our next new bungalow.

Please consider making either a one o�  

donation or interest free loan to help us as 
we steadily build this second ‘ideal home’ 
over the coming months. Or become one of 
our regular monthly Partners who sponsor 
the rehabilitation of our Clients.

There is a form on this page – please take 
a few minutes to � ll it out with whatever you 
can a� ord; or go to www.gilead.org.uk where 
you can � nd out more about us and donate 
online.  Your � nancial partnership with Gilead 
changes lives every day. Thank you.

*85% success rate for people measured 
up to two years a� er successfully completing 
Gilead’s rehab programme.

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Any gift you give will be used for the work of 
Gilead Foundations. If you wish to restrict this 
for the building fund, please tick this box

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
A gift towards our building costs helps us ‘set the lonely in 
a family’ where they can receive help as they restructure 
their lives for freedom. Grace Lodge could not have been 
built without the financial help of donors just like you.
If you would prefer to become a regular financial Partner, 
we welcome donations of any amount but would suggest 
£20 per month.
If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973.
You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given.

Signed    Date
Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ
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From abuse, depression & drugs 
to fulfilling my dream
Valerie Parsons*, 25, is starting a Mixed Agricultural 
Apprenticeship at Risdon Farm, ful� lling her dream 
of working with animals. At Gilead she has overcome 
signi� cant di�  culties and begun to turn her life 
around from a pattern of self-destructive, addictive 
behaviour to a more mature and hopeful future. 
This is her story …

I grew up in a town in Cornwall, living with my 
Dad till I was 9 years old. Dad had short fuse, 
brought on by drug use which worsened a mental 
health condition. He also abused me.

My Gran became concerned for me so she invited 
me and Dad to go live with her and Grandad. She 
could see I was neglected, and she suspected 
something more. She got Social Services involved, 
and I � nally admitted to them what was happening 
to me. Dad was made to leave our home and I 
stayed with my Grandparents.

I always wanted to become a vet, but I couldn’t 
keep up my studies. At school I was bullied. I didn’t 
know how to relate to people, so I started to drink. 
I drank to � t in but also as part of ‘acting out’ the 
feelings I could not understand or cope with.

From the age of 14 I got worse. Skiving from 
school, drinking, getting stoned. I was clever, so I 
just about scraped some GCSE’s. But my behaviour 
was too much for my Grandparents and they had to 
ask me to leave.

I became depressed at 16, due to the guilt 
attached to the abuse, and I became quite 
promiscuous, which is typical of some abused 
people, putting myself into positions with men that 
were exploiting me.

I fell pregnant at 18, and wasn’t able to cope. I had 
a breakdown and pre-natal depression, and I was in 
a psychiatric unit until I went to maternity. I had Lisa, 
and just knew I would not be able to give her the life 
she deserved so with social services I put her up for 
adoption. I’ve heard she’s doing really well.

I felt guilty about Lisa and everything else, and 
I became addicted. I took anything I could get my 
hands on, and eventually overdosed so badly that 
I was in a coma for three weeks and in a really bad 
mental state for four weeks a� erwards. My Grandad 
came to see me, and said ‘Valerie isn’t even here’. 
He was accompanied by a Pastor who ran a soup 
run that I used.

I was scared, and asked the pastor to help me 
sort my life out. He organised for me to go to Gilead. 
I found it tough, they told me things about myself 

I didn’t want 
to accept - 
about my own 
resentments 
for example. 
I couldn’t 
handle the 
relationships 
around me so I ran away, back to my addictions, for 
a year.

I was working with horses on a farm in the 
middle of nowhere. The boss was a di�  cult person 
who also couldn’t relate to people, so the two of 
us together was a nightmare. About this time my 
Gran was dying and I wanted to make her proud 
somehow. So I headed back to Gilead, I literally 
packed my bags and began hitching. I got a li�  from 
a kind man who dropped me at a train station, paid 
my fare and gave me some money too.

This time at Gilead I am more determined; it’s 
been a year, I have almost � nished the programme, 
and I have my apprenticeship on the farm and at 
Duchy College. Ian Samuel has found a way to 
lovingly confront me, give me space to think about 
it, and then help me deal with my problems. My 
Gran died, and where in the past that would have 
been reason to go o�  the rails, I have dealt with it 
maturely, obviously still sad but keeping on with my 
new life.

I am working on how to relate with people all the 
time. But my love for animals has found a great 
outlet here. The farm director, Ben, has encouraged 
me lots in my farm work, and his belief in me really 
helps, as does the whole experience at Gilead.

My next step is to stay in the community here 
while I do my apprenticeship. I’d say to anyone 
who is thinking of supporting Gilead “Please 
do!” There are people here worth supporting, 
you continually see talents and gi� s come out of 
people, they’re not just addicts, they’re troubled 
and they need help to handle life’s problems in a 
mature way and they’ll be alright.
*some names have been changed for con� dentiality

Building on 
the successful 
completion of 
Grace Lodge

From this... ...to this 
with your help

Risdon Enterprises is registered with Care Quality Commission Reg No. 1-1230639748.
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

Hearing God’s Call

11 June 2015
at 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral
At Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church, once each term, 
the 6pm Thursday Choral Eucharist will be about “Hearing 
God’s Call”, an opportunity for those who are considering 
God’s Call (in whatever form) to pray together, worship 
together, meet with others on a similar journey, and talk 
informally to members of the Diocesan Vocations Team. 
There will be time and space after the service to pray 
quietly and to talk.

Refreshments will be available after the service.  Register 
(optional) at www.tinyurl.com/hearinggodscall11jun15

The next “Hearing God’s Call” will be at 6pm Choral 
Eucharist on Thursday 12 November 2015.

20th Anniversary Year 2014-2015

Public Lectures
Trinity Term 2015

 Where Theology Meets Pedagogy
(Convenors Dr Elina Wright & Dr Mark Chater) 

28 April   Living tradition & learning agency: interpreting the score and personal rendition
 Professor John Sullivan, Liverpool Hope University

12 May   Theopraxis - a Moral and Theological Practice in Education?
 Dr Maria James, Teaching Fellow, St.Mary´s University

19 May “All the people hung upon his word”: Was Jesus a Good Teacher? 
 Dr Mark Chater, Director of Culham St Gabriel’s

2 June   Kierkegaard, Justifi cation and the Integrity of Christian Education
 Professor Andrew Wright, Institute of Education, University College London

9 June   Theology and the Confl ict of the Faculties
 Dr Andrew Moore, Fellow of the Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture, Regent’s 
 Park College

16 June   What Would Jesus Do? Jesus, The Kingdom of God and the School Community
 Professor Trevor Cooling, Canterbury Christ Church University

5.00pm
Regent’s Park College

   www.rpc.ox.ac.uk

For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 
leave you or destroy you 

or forget the covenant 
with your fathers that he 

swore to them.

De 4:31

Bespoke 
Quality 

Furniture 
Makers

Maximizing experience and 
expertise to custom build 

for the future.

Fonts

Lecterns 

AV Cabinets and PA Desks 

Altar/ Communion Tables 

Complete re orders 

For more information,
contact us at:

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street, 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR

Tel/Fax: 01934 618111 • Email: info@fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk
www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk
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You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 

audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To � nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD

BE 
KNOWN

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information about  

Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact:  

Laura Alm  
Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 
or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other  
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 300 acre  
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

Decorated 
Organ 
Pipes 
For Sale

A unique opportunity 
to get a unique decorative feature

Available Sizes:
From 111cm (3’8”) 
to 299cm (10’)

About 120 years old. 
The organ was maintained 
and used until 2012.

For more details call 
07450 997154 or email 
pastor@fordbaptist.co.uk
www.fordbaptist.co.uk

You can buy 
one or more 
pipes.

We are redeveloping our 
church building to create 
a space that can serve our 
immediate community. 
As we were unable to sell 
the instrument as a whole 
we want to give these 
beautiful pipes a new home.
All funds will be used for 
the redevelopment of our 
building.
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LYCIG - “an invaluable conference”

by Julie Ramsbottom

At the end of April six members from the 
Finchampstead and California Ministry team 
attended the Leading Your Church into Growth 
(LYCIG) Conference.  We had been inspired to go 

by our Parish Development Adviser – the Revd Catharine 
Morris.
    To put our parish into context – we are in a suburban/
rural setting close to Wokingham, with two worship 
centres, the main one of which is a medieval church 
seating 150, where the congregations come in waves on 
a Sunday morning. Our usual Sunday attendance is 280; 
our Electoral Roll is 485. To enable our congregations 
to worship together we rely upon the hospitality of 
Wellington College Chapel. Our recent growth has 
plateaued and we have important decisions to make 
regarding the shape of future church growth.
So what did we learn? 
• The importance of going away together as a team – at 

LYCIG parish teams are sat around tables together, 
with others from nearby parishes.

• We recognised the importance of growing the 
spirituality of current church members as much as 
that of increasing numerical growth. One of our 
current challenges is to try to find the ‘right’ small 
group pattern for us. 

• We also took time to think about how much we really 
want to grow – with buoyant numbers it’s easy to 
become complacent.

• Recognition of how we need to grow our key lay 
leaders, and to support all that we do by prayer.

• We recognised that we need to have clearer objectives 
when we hold large events such as our forthcoming 
Pentecost open-air service – with targeted invitation 
cards and a very clear message of proclamation.

• In the session on missionary worship, we were 
challenged by the charge  that most worship suffers 
from ‘word obesity’!  We recognised the need though 
for our worship to be the very best that we can offer, 
and for careful planning and execution.

   We were challenged to name three things that we would 
focus upon and offer to God as we returned to our parish. 
We decided to work on how we would include a youth 
group as part of our forthcoming vision day; to research 
how we might extend our worship, perhaps by holding 
an extra Family Service on a Saturday teatime; and to 
focus upon the training of our lay leaders and fostering a 
sense of vocation.  Thank you to the LYCIG team – it was 
an invaluable conference and has given us much food for 
thought.
The Revd Julie Ramsbottom is the Rector of the 
Finchampstead and California Benefice.  

 Pictured above is Julie with Paul Arscott, James Lawbuary, 
John Edwards, Hannah Higginson and Mark-Aaron Tisdale.

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 

Fairtrade at the Cathedral please 
We recently stayed at Christ Church for the Oxford 
Literary Festival, and were pleased to note at St 
Michael’s that Oxford is now celebrating 10 years as 
a Fairtrade city. What I find both astonishing and 
disturbing is the lack of support for Fairtrade by the 
Diocese, in particular through the Cathedral Gift Shop.  
   I  have raised this with shop staff in previous years, 
but still none of the chocolate, tea or coffee brands 
stocked there carry the Fairtrade mark, so far as I could 
see. In my own Diocese of Chichester, the cathedral 
shop embraced Fairtrade in the early days when the 
movement was still somewhat radical. Nowadays it is 
mainstream and fully supported by most diocesan and 
parish church congregations. In this context, and after 
more than ten years, I simply cannot understand how  
Christ Church Cathedral’s shop can justify stocking 
specialist chocolate, tea and coffee products but fail to 

embrace Fairtrade principles in selling these products.
   I hope you will be able to publish this letter, together 
with some explanation by the cathedral authorities of 
their continued failure to support Fairtrade.
Peter J Bates, Henfield, West Sussex.

We are always grateful to receive suggestions about the 
stock of the Christ Church Cathedral Shop and Mr Bates’ 
comments are welcome.  The shop’s location means that 
the profile of our customers differs from that of many other 
Cathedrals and, to avoid waste, our stock takes this into 
account. We do not, for instance, sell coffee, and chocolate 
accounts for only 0.5 per cent of our annual sales. We are 
investigating carrying a Fairtrade chocolate bar and fairly-
traded tea to increase the 1 per cent of our sales at present 
accounted for by Fairtrade products.
Edmund Newey, Sub-Dean, Christ Church Cathedral.

Continued from page 16...    
“On the other hand I had a very strong sense that the job 
I was doing was something that was really needed by the 
public and from a professional point of view I enjoyed 
hearing really well argued and explained cases.” 

“They didn’t have the opportunity 
I had of a secure, loving and safe 
home.”

   As he gained experience Anthony was given approval 
for sitting on the trials that were deemed more difficult 
and serious, including alleged murders. “I found my 
career absolutely fascinating from beginning to end. I 
wondered whether retirement was going to be hugely 
disappointing following that but I was able to retire at 
almost 70, when I chose to, and I have not regretted the 
decision at all.” 
   But in a world where the grimmest stories of life in the 
UK are played out every day, how did Anthony retain 
his cheerful persona and Christian faith? “I became 
case hardened for most of it. You have to sit back and 
do your job in a professional way. At the Bar as well as 
on the Bench I have been faced with cases I have never 
forgotten.” Those cases include defending alleged child 
sex offenders and others, when at times there may be 
previous convictions that cannot be revealed to a jury. 
   “As well as those serious occasions though, there 
are also an awful lot of comic moments and you get to 

know those who are practising in the same field. Your 
relationships with your fellow professionals  are very 
important indeed.”
   A desire to do something more constructive led him 
to become a trustee of PACT. “The one thing that struck 
me throughout my professional life was that what is 
so important on both the family and criminal benches 
are young people. By the time they got to the stage of 
coming to court it was often too late. When they found 
themselves on the wrong side of the law and with things 
going wrong for them it was because they didn’t have the 
opportunity I had of a secure, loving and safe home.”
   Anthony is loving his retirement, taking the time 
to do fishing, gardening, bridge and amateur drama. 
He decided he also wanted to do something really 
constructive, and with his experiences in the family 
court, he decided becoming a trustee of PACT would be 
just the thing.
   “While I don’t have a knowledge of business I have 
something to contribute through my knowledge and 45 
years in law of the things that can go wrong in family 
life and in particular the huge merits of providing a safe 
home for children in a loving environment when the 
child’s own parents are not able to provide that.”
Anthony and Berti, who is a Roman Catholic, live in 
Drayton St Peter. They have two grown-up sons, one 
in the Navy and one working for a bank in Australia, 
and a grown-up daughter who is the head of a school 
for children with learning disabilities. They also have 
four grandchildren. 

A new rural mission dean
The Spectator (21/3/15) article on ‘How to pick a vicar’ 
quotes a recent advertisement in the Church Times by the 
Oxford Diocese for a rural mission dean – ‘an effective 
communicator, who understands the complexities 
of envisioning traditional structures’. Readers of The 
Spectator can be forgiven if they find this difficult to 
understand. 
  Could the intention of this (presumably new) 
appointment now be explained to readers of the Door? 
It is of course they who will be expected to provide the 
funding.
The Revd Julian G Harford, Faringdon. 

The Buckingham Archdeaconry has always enjoyed good 
mutual support between deaneries involving both mission 
and finance, which has included in the past supporting 
archdeaconry posts such as a deanery mission enabler and 
half time area dean.  The Archdeaconry Mission and Pastoral 
Committee have been for a long time aware of the needs 
of the rural deaneries and agreed to this new post.  It will 
not be paid for from the central budget, but, with the new 
Share scheme, funded as an archdeaconry post through the 
generosity of deaneries in Buckinghamshire.
The Ven. Karen Gorham, Archdeacon of Buckingham. 
See page three for news of the appointment of the 
Diocese’s new Rural Mission Dean. 
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RETIRED Judge Anthony King 
tells Jo Duckles how a 40 year 
law career inspired him to 
become a trustee of Parents 
and Children Together (PACT).

Anthony feels very lucky and 
grateful for what he describes as 
a privileged and comfortable life, 
growing up in north Somerset, 

going to boarding school where he got 
a satisfying education and on to Oxford 
University.
   “I was brought up a cradle Christian. My 
mother was a deeply Christian person. 
I met my father for the first time when 
I was four. He’d had a torrid time in the 
Far East in the Second World War and 
came back a damaged individual. He had 
questions about his faith, but nevertheless 
he remained a Christian until his death,” 
says Anthony, who despite struggling with 
questions of faith in his late teens, never 
departed from Christianity, really finding 
the foundation of it when he married and 
had children.
   “Of course as a lawyer I always wanted 
to look at an evidential basis for my 
Christianity and have never found one 
that satisfies me.” Despite never finding 
concrete evidence for Christianity, 
Anthony has chosen to believe despite 
admitting he will not fully know the truth 
until he “crosses the divide”.

“...my marriage and my 
children have brought the 
greatest joy to my life.”

   Anthony became a lawyer because he 
enjoyed questioning and arguing and 
felt life as a barrister would be a huge 
adventure. “It was the opportunity to do 
what was right, fair and just, arguing for 
a cause and it was something I enjoyed.” 
Anthony says that when he was called 
to the Bar in 1966 there had been a big 
expansion in the number of barristers 
around due to the expansion of Legal Aid. 
   “To begin with I had to live on the sort 

of money people would not dream of 
living on. I supplemented the income by 
teaching and as a night lawyer, checking 
for defamation and contempt of court for 
a newspaper. I was looking for things that 
shouldn’t be published and pointing them 
out to the editors.”
   Meanwhile Anthony considers himself 
to be incredibly lucky to have met his wife 
Camilla (known to her friends as Berti) 
under a table at a party in a shared flat. 
“We were sitting under the table because 
that was the only space there was,” says 
Anthony. “We got married two-and-a-half 
years later. We’ve been married 43 years 
and have three grown-up children.
   “I have been very fortunate with my 
family and I think my marriage and my 
children have brought the greatest joy to 
my life.

   “It all sounds as though I have had an 
extremely comfortable lifestyle  but I have 
had opportunities to see how life could 
have turned out. During my student days 
I was a factory worker, a  railway porter 
and a hospital porter for a radiotherapy 
department. I saw an awful lot of people 
who were extremely ill.”
   His Bar work saw Anthony, who was 
based in London at the time, travel as 
far north as Durham and as far south as 
Exeter as well as everywhere in between. 
“I was a jack-of-all-trades doing family 
work, criminal work and civil work,” he 
says. As time went on his career saw him 
doing more and more criminal work until 
he reached the stage where he needed 
to decide whether to continue or change 
career. 
   “In those days you didn’t apply to be a 

judge. A fairly close record was kept of 
people who might be acceptable on the 
bench, in a file in the Lord Chancellor’s 
department. I was made a Recorder and sat 
for a month, then returned to my ordinary 
practice for the rest of the working year.”
   The first time a letter arrived from the 
Lord Chancellor, Anthony didn’t accept the 
invitation.  But when a second letter came 
a year later, he took the opportunity to be 
a circuit judge.

   “...the job I was doing 
was something that was 
really needed by the 
public.”

   “At first I was appointed to Birmingham, 
and two other courts but I really wanted 
to come to Oxford where I had been living 
and practised for a great number of years. 
I got that opportunity a few years later. I 
was invited to sit on cases of every kind 
and eventually on heavier crimes, although 
I wished I had been able to continue 
doing family work as well. I came to the 
conclusion that the most important work 
as far as I was concerned was family work, 
although I was extremely interested in 
criminal trials and I continued doing that 
until I retired just under three years ago.”
   The work of a barrister or Crown Court 
Judge is not as easy as it may appear to 
anyone unfamiliar with the inner workings 
of the criminal justice system. There is a 
large amount of background reading for 
any case, before the lawyer dons their 
wig and gown ready for a court hearing 
or a trial. On top of that they must keep 
up to date with the law, which is always 
changing. 
   “You have to be able to compartmentalise 
the various cases you are working on, 
switching them out of your brain when a 
hearing ends to go on to concentrate on 
the next one,” says Anthony.   “If you are 
presiding over a case you have to prepare 
judgments and summing up. 
  Continued on page 15...

  

& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS     EST. 1826

A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
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Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Anthony during his visit to Diocesan Church House. Photo: Jo Duckles
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Joseph - foster father of Jesus
The Revd Graham Sykes gives a 
personal reflection in the run up 
to Foster Care Fortnight. 

Foster Care fortnight has reminded 
me of 17 years ago when I went to 
a conference in a Roman Catholic 
retreat centre. Our daughter had 

been in our care for just two months. We 
were officially her foster carers until such 
time as the adoption order went through. 
   I went to the Chapel of St Joseph to 
pray and was amazed, as I looked up at 
the Chancel arch, to see embossed in gold 
the dedication of the Chapel. “St Joseph 
– foster father to Our Lord Jesus Christ”. 
Until that day, whilst I had known that 
adoption was deeply rooted in Christian 
theological thinking, I had not realised 
that Joseph, that quiet hero of the New 
Testament, could be thought of as a foster 
father to Jesus. 

“...he took the fatherly 
responsibility to care for, 
nurture, protect, teach 
and love Jesus....”

   It does make absolute sense as Joseph 
was not the biological father, and he knew 
he wasn’t, and yet he took the fatherly 
responsibility to care for, nurture, protect, 
teach and love Jesus knowing that one day 
he would have to let go and to let Jesus 
be what His Father in heaven called him 
to be. Jesus’s life with Mary would have 

been very grim had not Joseph had that 
visitation from the angel and taken up his 
calling to foster.  Some children in the UK 
have a difficult start to life experiencing 

horrendous abuse of one sort or another. 
Their first stage to stability in life will be 
through entering foster care whilst a plan is 
formed which may lead to adoption.  

   Foster carers are crucial for their healing 
and long term development and I believe it 
to be a Christian vocation.
   PACT, whose work and fundraising has 
featured elsewhere in this edition of The 
Door, provides a fostering service with 
particular focus on hard to place children. 
To do this well they need more than prayer, 
they need funding which is increasingly 
hard to get.  
   PACT Parishes and individual PACT 
supporters enable the continuation of this 
important work.  PACT originated in 1911 
as the Diocesan Council for Prevention and 
Rescue Work. It was established by Bishop 
Francis Paget, then Bishop of Oxford 
because he, with a group of like minded 
others, had a deep commitment to do 
something constructive to meet the needs 
of vulnerable and hard pressed families and 
for the “protection of children of tender 
years”. The organisation has gone through 
a number of changes and brandings since 
as it has adapted to the needs of a changing 
world. In 1953 it was approved as an 
adoption society.  
   PACT, though independent from the 
Diocese of Oxford, never the less holds 
fast to its roots within the diocesan family.  
PACT wants to build on that connection 
through its PACT churches programme. 
Would your PCC consider a regular annual 
gift to this vital work?
The Revd Graham Sykes is a PACT 
Trustee, an adoptive father and helps 
maintain PACT’s historic links with the 
Diocese of Oxford.  
www.pactcharity.org/churches

Hannah Cartwright  reflects 
on the move to theological 
college. 
‘…for all things come from you, and 
of your own have we given you.’ (1 
Chronicles 29:14) 

After I received the news that the 
Bishops’ Advisory Panel  had 
recommended me for training 
for Ministry, it all started to 

become very real indeed. Not only did I 
now have to come clean to my extended 
friends and family, but all of a sudden my 
husband and I had to whizz round looking 
at theological colleges and preparing to 
move house. We were lucky enough that 
our college of choice was still just about 
commutable from where we had been 
living and my husband was working, 
however, it did mean moving further away 
from friends and family, and our much-
loved church community. 
   I had been very deeply involved in the 

life of my sending church. They had played 
an important role in helping me to discern 
what God was calling me to, and had been 
generous in giving me ample opportunity 
to test my sense of vocation in practical 
ways. This had culminated in my being 
part of a very vibrant lay ministry; working 
for a homelessness charity, pioneering a 
community café, singing the weekly liturgy 
and being involved in all sorts of other 
occasional ministries, and now, I had to lay 
all these down in order to be trained for 
the next chapter of my Christian ministry 
as a priest. 
   During the discernment process, I 
had often described myself as feeling 
‘pregnant’ with vocation. I had felt this 
new life growing within me, taking shape 
and being formed by God through the 
womb-like nurturing of his Church. Now, 
the birth pangs had begun. Intellectually, 
I knew that something wonderful and 
exciting lay on the other side of this 
transition, but this was little comfort 
to me as I handed back to God and his 

Church, all those things which he had 
entrusted to me in the past.
   The process was painful, but in that 
time, I saw many new ministries blossom 
as I gradually stepped back, handed over 
responsibility and room was created 
for others to flourish. This taught me 
a hugely important lesson in humility, 
and in how to hold a ministry lightly. I’m 
fairly confident that Jesus’s mother, Mary, 
would have had much sympathy with how 
I felt about this process. 

“The ministry which God 
had brought to birth in 
me was both mine and 
God’s.”

The child who had formed inside of her, 
was both hers and God’s; the ministry 
which God had brought to birth in me, 
was both mine and God’s. And because of 

this, we both had to learn to hold them 
lightly, in order that they might have room 
to grow into the fullness of God’s plan for 
them.
   It’s often painful letting go of things, 
especially when our spiritual ego gets 
tangled up in them and we forget that 
they, and we, ultimately belong to God. 
Jesus had to leave the familiarity of his 
home town, family and childhood friends 
as he trod a new path and began his 
Ministry, but on the way, he met some 
amazing people who joined him to set out 
on this new adventure. 
   I too have been blessed to encounter 
some wonderful people along the way and 
am excited about the new shape of my 
ministry, even if it has involved giving up 
some things too. But ultimately, I know 
that all shall be well on this next stage of 
my adventure, because I know that Christ 
has already trodden this path before me.
Hannah Cartwright is currently 
training for ordination at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon.

On the move

June 2015

A father teaches his son a trade, just as Joseph 
taught Jesus carpentry.  Photo: Bigstock.
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Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘As for everyone who comes to me and 
hears my words and puts them into 
practice, I will show you what they are 
like.  They are like a man building a 
house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock’ – Luke 6: 47-48 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 
 
MONDAY 1 Goring and Streatley 
with South Stoke: Paul Boughton, 
Elizabeth Dowding and Judith Hogg.  
For the process of developing ministry 
to children and their families and wise 
decision making as the staff team is 
developed and grown. Goring School and 
Streatley School. 

TUESDAY 2 Holy Trinity, Henley on 
Thames: Duncan Carter and Michael 
Forsdike. For our growing relationship 
with Trinity School Henley, with 
parents, teachers, and pupils. Please 
pray for ‘Little Chimes’ our parent and 
toddler group.

WEDNESDAY 3 Henley on Thames 
with Remenham: Martyn Griffiths.  
For those preparing for their marriages 
this year and for the Church Councils as 
they seek to meet the opportunities for 
mission which the local area provides.

THURSDAY 4 Corpus Christi. Langtree 
Team Ministry: Kevin Davies, Linda 
Smith, David Addison, Claire Alcock, 
Brian Turner and Angela Linton.  Give 
thanks to God for St John’s Stoke 
Row as building work continues to 
add a kitchen and toilet extension to 
the church. For everyone at St Mary’s 
Whitchurch on Thames, as they begin 
the fund raising journey towards a new 
roof. Checkendon School and Stoke Row 
School. 

FRIDAY 5 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmore, Pishill and Rotherfield 
Greys, Nuffield: Brendan Bailey and 
Andrea Williams. For the process 
of conducting a feasibility study for 
developing the church building for 
community use and our pastoral 
involvement with HMP Huntercombe 
and Huntercombe Hall residential home.

SATURDAY 6  Rotherfield Peppard 
and Kidmore End and Sonning 
Common: Graham Foulis Brown, Susan 
Cooper, Morris Clegg and Stewart 
Morgan. For the Ministry Team at a time 
of change as Graham prepares to retire 
and the benefice begins the process of 

looking forward to a new era in ministry. 
Peppard School.

MONDAY 8 Shiplake with Dunsden 
and Harpsden: Paul Bradish. For the 
new relationship we are seeking to forge 
with our closest neighbour, Shiplake 
College.  For the special work that is 
taking place at All Saints, Dunsden to 
remember the 100th anniversary of the 
outbreak of World War 1. The Great War 
poet, Wilfred Owen was a lay assistant 
to the Vicar of All Saints from 1911 
– 1913. Shiplake School. Pray for the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee meeting.

TUESDAY 9 Mursley Deanery: Philip 
Derbyshire, Bobbie Ward, Jeremy 
Hopkinson and Siv Tunnicliffe. For the 
continuing progress of the Mission 
Action Plan. For our involvement in the 
Reform and Renewal initiative. 

WEDNESDAY 10  Cottesloe Team 
Ministry: Philip Derbyshire, Helen 
Barnes, Gill Rowell and Annie Cooper. 
Give thanks for those who signed up for 
the preaching course running in Wing. 
Pray for our plans to synchronize our 
Parish Share payments across the Team/
Benefice. Bishop Colin confirming at 
Westcote Barton. St Michael’s School, 
Stewkley and Wingrave School. 

THURSDAY 11 Ivinghoe with 
Pitstone and Slapton and 
Marsworth: Adrian Manning, Sandra 
Green and Barbara de Butts. For insight 
and wisdom for Adrian as he gets to 
know the parishes and their needs. 
For a fresh vision for the churches 
as they revisit their Mission Action 
Plans.  Also pray for the Conference for 
Headteachers today. Marsworth School.

FRIDAY 12 Newton Longville, 
Mursley, Swanbourne, Little 
Horwood and Drayton Parslow: 
John Saunders, Jackie Brown and Helen 
Walker. For our new Rector Simon 
Faulks, due to be licensed by Bishop Alan 
on 29th June. Pray for Simon and his 
family as they move into a busy benefice 
and also for the folk from the benefice 
as they receive ministry from someone 
who is younger and enthusiastic and 
may well want to do things in a slightly 
different way. Newton Longville, 
Swanbourne and Mursley Schools.

SATURDAY 13 The Brickhills and 

Stoke Hammond: John Waller, Jeremy 
Hopkinson. For continued growth in our 
family services. For the development of 
our church buildings, to enable wider 
use and accessibility. Bow Brickhill and 
High Ash Schools. 

MONDAY 15 Oxford Deanery: Will 
Donaldson, Prudence Dailey, Michael 
Daniell, Alan McCullough, Bruce 
Armour. Oxford Deaf Church - Ben 
Whitaker and Roger Williams. For 
wisdom as we discuss how to support 
each other in paying our parish shares; 
for each church and benefice as we try 
to implement our Mission Action Plans.  
Please pray for the Glebe and Buildings 
Oxford and Dorchester sub-committee 
meetings.

TUESDAY 16 Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: Felicity Scroggie, 
William Whyte and Lesley Heffer. For 
the appointment of the right person as 
Team Vicar and for the members of the 
Vocations Group as they seek to discern 
God’s call on their lives and explore new 
ministries.  Also pray for the Partnership 
in World Mission meeting.

WEDNESDAY 17 Osney: Clare Sykes, 
Martin Henig, Jo Moffett-Levy and 
John Clements. For better engagement 
with our wider community, growing 
friendships and networks of support. 
For our work with three primary schools 
in the benefice, Botley, West Oxford and 
North Hinksey. Also pray for Glebe and 
Buildings Buckingham sub-committee 
meeting today.

THURSDAY 18 Oxford St Aldate: 
Charlie Cleverly, Mark Brickman, 
Christian Hofreiter, Simon Ponsonby, 
Phil Atkinson, Will Donaldson, Kate 
Seagrave and Oli Benyon. Thanks to 
God for Love Oxford celebration in May; 
two good church missions (in Hamburg 
and Cape Town); a very positive 
annual meeting which celebrated God’s 
goodness over the past year. Pray for the 
student ministry; wise appointments 
of new staff; the plans and preparations 
for our Summer Children’s Holiday Club 
and for our plans to develop Christopher 
Room.  Also pray for Glebe and Buildings 
Berkshire sub-committee meeting today.

FRIDAY 19  St Matthew’s, Oxford: 
Steve Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw, Mike 
Rayner, Jane Sherwood, Jane Usher and 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

Call us now to discuss your care options 

•  Around the clock assistance
•  Companionship
•  Housekeeping & cooking

Our carefully selected carers are there to 
help you retain your independence

If a Care Home is not for you,
have you thought about a 
live-in carer?

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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Yvonne Morris. This month sees the 
125th Anniversary of the founding of St 
Matthew’s, with a Street Party on 21st 
at the end of our ‘125 Appeal’ for funds 
to take the ministry forward.  Pray for 
this day especially, for joy and witness, 
and for the success of the appeal as a 
whole. For our sister church, St Luke’s, 
getting used to life and worship in their 
relatively new building, and particularly 
for the pressing needs of several local 
families. St Ebbe’s School.

SATURDAY 20 St Barnabas and St 
Paul, Oxford and St Thomas the 
Martyr, Oxford: Jonathan Beswick, 
Mark Stafford, John Hanks, Jenny 
Pittaway, Dennis Mason, Maggie Ellis, 
Susan Gillingham. For the Diocesan 
Synod taking place today. St Barnabas 
School. 

MONDAY 22 St Ebbe’s Oxford: 
Vaughan Roberts, Al Gibbs, James 
Fletcher, David Reid, Peter Wilkinson 
and Al Horn. Please pray for a continued 
strong start to our ‘City’ congregation, 
seeking to reach people from the local 
estate and others in hostels in central 
Oxford. For wisdom as we consider 
how we can increase the capacity of our 
church building and meeting room space 
alongside it.

TUESDAY 23 St Giles, Oxford and 
St Philip and St James with St 
Margaret, Oxford: Andrew Bunch, 
Sally Welch, Georgie Simpson, Nicholas 
Bradbury, Bernard Silverman, David 
Longrigg. For the process of selecting 
an associate priest and for a blessing on 
our work with the younger people of our 
community. SS Philip and James School, 
Oxford.

WEDNEDAY 24 St John the Baptist 
St Mary Magdalen, Oxford: Peter 
Groves and Dominic Keech. Please pray 
for our two curates, Jonathan Jong, to 
be ordained priest, and Jarred Mercer, 
coming to us from St Stephen’s House, 
and being ordained deacon at Petertide.

THURSDAY 25 St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross with St Peter in 
the East: Brian Mountford and Alan 
Ramsey. For the work of our ministry 
to visitors and tourists, especially 
Education Officer, Penny Boxall. For our 
ministry in the central University. Pray 
for our music ministry, especially Music 
Director, Gulliver Ralston. Bishop David 
Jennings confirming at Christ Church 
Cathedral School. 

FRIDAY 26 St Andrew’s Oxford: 
Andrew Wingfield Digby, Elizabeth 
Pitkethly, James Robson, Simon Potter, 

Jonathan Vaughan, Paul White, Sara 
Bedwell, Donald Hay, David Wright 
and Sas Cutting. Give thanks for the 
completion of our fantastic new Church 
annexe – the Jubilee Building and pray 
for the final funding to come in. For 
youth and children’s work, our pastoral 
care, the need to serve willingly and 
joyfully in the church, and outreach to 
our community using the new buildings 
well. For the right people to fill two 
senior positions on our staff – Music 
Director and Youth and Children’s 
Pastor and for the pioneering work on 
the Cutteslowe Estate led by Jess Casey 
and Jon Holder. St Frideswide School. 
Also for those attending the LLM 
Annual Conference. 

SATURDAY 27 St Michael and St 
Martin and All Saints, Oxford: 
Bob Wilkes. Please pray that the 
congregation will experience deeper 
spiritual growth and that the city centre 
and civic mission will be more firmly 
established. Thank God that we have 

been able to take on Sarah Jones as the 
Parish Administrator to manage our 
financial and business work. For the 
ordinations taking place today. Also for 
those at the LLM Annual Conference, for 
what they will learn today.

MONDAY 29 Saints Peter and Paul 
South with New Hinksey: James 
Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. For 
preparations for the St Laurence Festival 
in August, especially the General Elliott 
Pub in South Hinksey. For issues to do 
with money and the parish share. New 
Hinksey School. Bishop Colin confirming 
at Hook Norton.

TUESDAY 30 Summertown: Gavin 
Knight, Samantha Stayte, Katie Jones, 
Charlotte Bannister-Parker, Rodney Hill. 
For the Threshold Project, our proposed 
west end extension and the fundraising 
scheme, ‘Calling All Angels!’ headed up 
by Jonathan Scheele. 

The Revd Simon Faulks will take up post 
as Rector of Newton Longville, Mursley, 
Swanbourne, Little Horwood and Drayton 
Parslow; The Revd Graham Hartnell will 
be leaving his post as Associate Clergy at 
Flackwell Heath; The Revd Canon Peter 
Ballantine will be retiring as Team Vicar at 
Stantonbury and Willen; The Revd James 
King will be retiring as Associate Priest at 
Chalfont St Peter and moving to Permission 
to Officiate. 

The following have been given Permission 
to Officate: The Revd John Miller; The 
Revd Bob Edy; The Revd Annie Dixon; 
The Revd Dr John Gay; The Revd Justin 
White; The Revd Benjamin Williams.  

We recall with sadness the deaths of: The 
Revd David Everett and The Revd Selwyn 
Kronenberg. 

Coming and Goings

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim 
Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold.

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.    

Amen.  

Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 7  Bishop Colin confirming at Abingdon and Ray 
Valley; Bishop Bill Down confirming at Carterton; Bishop 
David Jennings confirming at St Edward’s School, Oxford; 
Bishop Andrew confirming at Warfield, Bishop Humphrey 
confirming at Ripon College, Cuddesdon.

SUNDAY 14 Bishop David Jennings confirming at Magdalen 
College; Bishop Alan confirming at Wendover. 

SUNDAY 21 Bishop Colin confirming at Bodicote and Grove.

 
SUNDAY 28 Bishop Andrew confirming at The Cookhams. 
Pray for those going out from the LLM Annual Conference 
and putting what they have learned into action. Also for the 
ordinations taking place today. 
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

Could you write a book like these?
At Bound Biographies we believe everyone 
can write their life story with guidance and 
support from our writing partners. Whatever 
stage you’ve reached in your writing project, 
we can take you through to the end, producing 
just the number of illustrated books required 
for family and friends, or wider distribution. 

For further information contact 
Sally Gray Tel/Fax 01582 861407

email: biographies@resource24.net
www.boundbiographies.com

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

Town Centre location with easy parking
Why not visit and see our range of:

Bibles
Bible Studies, Commentaries & Prayer Books

Cards
Birthdays, Special Events, Seasonal & Scripture Texted

Stationery & Gifts
Christenings, Baptisms, First Holy Communion, 

Confirmations and Weddings
Church Supplies

Customer Orders Welcome

Email: bookshop@wayinn.com
Web: www.wayinn.com

Open Mon - Sat
9:00 - 5:30

Tel: 01442 870768

Celebrating 25 years as a 
Christian Light in 

Berkhamsted High Street

Way Inn Christian Centre, Post Office and Gallery

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in June

thedoorpost

Courses and Special Events
Out of the Box: Mission and pioneering new ways 
of being church - Saturday 6 June 9.30am to 1pm (with 
lunch) and Saturday 23 June 6.30pm to 9pm (with supper) 
at CMS, Watlington Road, Oxford. These two free taster 
events are to give you a feel for what it might be like to 
take part in a Mission Shaped Ministry Course which will 
begin in September 2015. Email pioneer@cms-uk.org for 
details. 
 
Local Discipleship and Ministry Course: Teaching 
and Preaching for all ages - Saturday 13 June. This day 
will seek to provide a toolkit of creative ideas through an 
exploration of basic preaching theology, sharing of good 
practice examples and some hands-on learning. Suitable 
for anyone wanting to explore all-age teaching further. 
Time: 10am to 4pm (please bring a packed lunch). Venue: 
Diocesan Church House. Cost is £20. Bookings can be  
 

made at www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk or email carolyn.main@
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208257. 
 
Strengthening Faith Communities through 
Restorative Practices - 15 to 17 June at the Holiday 
Inn, Peartree Roundabout, OX2 8JD.  This event will help 
equip you to turn crisis into an opportunity for honest 
conversation in your congregation about the things that 
are often difficult to talk about. See www.iirpeurope.
eventbrite.co.uk or phone 01229 777799. 
 
The Village and its Church Workshop - 16 June 
from 9.45am to 3.30pm at All Saints Church, Marcham 
OX13 6PE. This workshop is on funding issues for 
people thinking about adapting their buildings for 
community use. Cost: £30 (bring a packed lunch). Email 
maggiedurran@virginmedia.com or phone 01869 600105 
for details and booking information.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 5 June.
TUESDAY 2 JUNE
Oxford:  Public lecture at Oxford 
Centre for Christianity and Culture, 
Regent’s Park College OX1 2LB at 
5pm. ‘Kierkegaard, justification and 
the integrity of christian education’ 
with Prof Andrew Wright. Email 
scott.ables@gmail.com for details.
 
WEDNESDAY 3 JUNE
Aldworth: Wednesday afternoon 
teas will be served at St Mary’s 
Church RG8 9SB from 2.30pm to 
4.30pm from today until end of 
August. Details 01635 578936. 

THURSDAY 4 JUNE
Oxford: Retired Clergy Association 
meeting in the Priory Room at 
Christ Church Cathedral at 10.15am. 
‘Liturgy and Architecture - a mix 
of cultures’ with Dr Allan Doig. 
Bring and share lunch (A-M bring 
savouries, N-Z bring sweets). Details 
01865 761476.

Oxford: ‘Palestine Unlocked’ - A 
festival celebrating Palestinian life 
and culture begins today until 21 
June at different venues in Oxford.  
Details at www.palestineunlocked.
com/events or email forstertilly@
yahoo.co.uk. 

SATURDAY 6 JUNE
Sutton Courtenay: Lyra Choral 
Ensemble of St Petersburg, Russia 
in concert at All Saints’ Church 
OX14 4AE at 7.30pm. Russian-style 
costumes welcome. Tickets £15 
(includes supper). Phone 01235 
848768 or 01235 820942. 
 
Old Marston: Music from local 
musicians and refreshments at St 
Nicolas Church at 6pm. Free entry.  
 
Olney: Open gardens at Cowper 
and Newton Museum, Market Place. 
Plant stall, teas and lace makers and 
artists. Open today and tomorrow 
from 10.30am - 4.30pm. Entry £2.50 
(children free). Phone 01234 711516 
for details.
 
SUNDAY 7 JUNE
Penn: Cream teas at Holy Trinity 
Church, Penn Street HP7 0PX every 
Sunday from 3pm - 5pm  until 13 
September.
 
TUESDAY 9 JUNE
Oxford:  Public lecture at Oxford 
Centre for Christianity and Culture, 

Regent’s Park College OX1 2LB at 
5pm. ‘Theology and the conflict of 
the faculties’ with Dr Andrew Moore.
Email scott.ables@gmail.com for 
details. 

SATURDAY 13 JUNE
Hambleden: Concert by Tom Ellis 
(classical guitar) at St Mary the 
Virgin at 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50 
(under 18s free) at the door. 
 
Beckley:   A family concert by 
Serendipity performing a mixture 
of music at 7.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church. Details 01865 351270. 
 
Abingdon: St Michael and All Angels 
at 7.30pm. ‘Peter and the Wolf’ and 
‘Carnival of the Animals’ concert 
directed by Christopher Fletcher 
Campbell. Tickets £9 (£7 conc) in 
advance from Mostly Books, Stert 
Street or £10 (£8 conc) on the door. 
Under 16’s free. Email david.duce@
talk21.com for details. 
 
Wokingham:  Music Festival 
at All Saints Church during 
June. Details available at www.
wokinghamconcerts.co.uk

THURSDAY 11 JUNE
Oxford: Hearing God’s Call at 
Christ Church Cathedral at 6pm. 
Details at www.tinyurl.com/
hearinggodscall11jun15 or phone 
01865 208291. 
 
SUNDAY 14 JUNE
Windsor: Holy Trinity Church SL4 
3AX at 2.30pm. Lecture by Bishop 
John (Jack) Shelby Spong - ‘Walking 
Forward: where we are now and the 
road ahead.’ Tickets £10 (£7 conc). 
See www.pcnbritain.org.uk or email 
sathindsbc@waitrose.com
 
MONDAY 15 JUNE
Oxford:  The Council of Christians 
and Jews Summer Soiree will take 
place at 7.30pm at Eighth House, 
Vernon Avenue, OX2 9AU. AGM is at 
7pm. All welcome. Email oxfordccj@
gmail.com or phone 01865 558226. 
 
Oxford:  FaithCare story telling 
event on building restorative 
congregations at New Road Baptist 
Church from 7pm - 9pm. See 
www.faithcare-storytelling-event.
eventbrite.co.uk 
 
TUESDAY 16 JUNE
Oxford:  Public lecture at Oxford 

Centre for Christianity and Culture, 
Regent’s Park College OX1 2LB at 
5pm. ‘What would Jesus do? Jesus, 
the Kingdom of God and the School 
Community’ with Prof Trevor 
Cooling. Email scott.ables@gmail.
com for details.
 
THURSDAY 18 JUNE
Tilehurst: St Mary Magdalen 
Church at 7.30pm. Reading Concert 
Singers Summer concert ‘Whether 
the weather’ featuring Captain Noah 
and his floating zoo. £8 (£4 under 
16). Details 0118 9425290. 

FRIDAY 19 JUNE
Whitley: St Agnes Church at 
7.30pm. Reading Concert Singers 
Summer concert ‘Whether the 
weather’ featuring Captain Noah and 
his floating zoo. £8 (£4 under 16). 
Details 0118 9425290. 
 
Aldworth: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. Max Fane and singers from 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 
Tickets £10. 01635 578936/01491 
671714.
 
SATURDAY 20 JUNE
Buckland: The choir of Oriel College 
will perform at St Mary the Virgin 
at 7.30pm (drinks and canapes at 
6.30pm). Tickets £12.50 (group 
discount). Children under 15 free. 
Email info@oxrecs.com or phone 
01865 862310. 
 
Steeple Barton: Chase and Fun 
Run in grounds of Barton Abbey 
to raise funds for Steeple Barton 
Church. Begins at 12 noon. See www.
steeplebartonchase.com

Padbury: Open gardens weekend at 
St Mary the Virgin from 2pm - 6pm. 
Email johnwrigley54@gmail.com 

SUNDAY 21 JUNE
Steeple Barton: Duns Tew Church 
fete at 2.30pm at the Manor Gardens 
(next to the church).  
 
Bicester: Trinity Camerata Summer 
concert at St Edburg’s Church at 
3.45pm. Tickets £10 on the door. 
 
FRIDAY 26 JUNE
Old Amersham: Flower festival at 
St Mary’s Church from today until 
28 June. Theme: International Year 
of Light/Let there be light. Email 
sharondthomas@btinternet.com

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com


